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In April 2017 I traveled to Amami Oshima 
Island, that is still nearly isolated 
from tourism, to experience this process, 
their handling with the materials and to 
get to know the people who are keeping 
this tradition alive. For several days I 
could attend the dyers and weavers while 
working and document my impressions. 
Visiting the few production places on 
the island, I shot video stills and 
took photos, focusing on the material 
aesthetic and on the workers handling 
the materials. The video stills, that 
are shown as loops try to work out the 
process of creating this special kind of 
beauty, showing e.g. the weavers hands on 
the pongee, the dyers hands washing the 
treads in the mud, the black silk drying 
in the sun, cooking Sharinbai color or 
the water basins they use for clean 
washing the threads.



Further, I brought canvas fabric 
from my atelier to the island, to 
dye it at workshops on site. 
I haven’t been long enough to 
dye them in black, so the fabric 
now shows the shades of the 
Sharinbai Color, a light rose-gray 
and a chocolate brown. The fab-
ric is exhibited with a drying 
construction I often saw on the 
island: long pipes, either bamboo 
but mostly plastic pipes hung from 
the wall and the fabric layed 
upon. In addition I shot a little 
documentation showing me and the 
workers helping me dyeing the 
fabric.
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